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tasks while the rest play, but, knowing boys, he advises, "But herein
there must be a speciall care, when they are thus restrained from
play, that either Master or Usher, if it can be conveniently, have an
eye to them, that they do their taskes."* As a last resort, appeal
may be had to corporal punishment, but the master should know
how to administer it properly. Care must be taken not to inflict
injury upon the scholar by smiting him across the back or upon the
head. "When you are to correct any stubborne or unbroken boy,
you make sure with him to hold him fast; as they are inforced to
do, who are to shoo or to tame an unbroken colt. To this end
to appoint three or four of your Schollers, whom you know to be
honest, and strong inough, or moe if neede be, to lay hands supon
him together, to hold him fast, over some fourme, so that he cannot
stirre hand nor foot; or else if no other remedy will serve, to hold
him to some post (which is farre the safest and free from incon-
venience) so as he cannot in any way hurt himselfe or others, be
he never so peevish."2
Many masters were not as kindly as Brinsley would have them
be. Thus, at Otley in 1652, the master, Mr. Brown, was dismissed
by the governors. The charges against him were that there was no
proof that he was a graduate as he pretended to be and that "he
strapt ffrancis Tomlinson for takinge pears out of his grandmother's
orchard and beat him unmercifully; and that he did beat, Henry,
the son of Jonas Flesher, pulled off the hair of his head, and
punished him."
School hours were very long in the 16th and 17th centuries.
At Eton, in 1528, the boys rose at 5 a.m., school started at 6 a.m.,
breakfast was at 9 a.m., and school was resumed at 9.45 a.m.
Dinner was at 11 a.m. and, in the afternoon, school lasted from
1 p.m. to 5 p.m. At Wakefield, in 1607, school was from 6 (sunrise
in winter) to 11 a.m., and then from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. At
Winchester, in 1550, school was for 7-J- hours each day with two
periods of prep, making in all ten hours. Unpunctuality was
punished by whipping.
Holidays were shorter than in modern schools. Saints' Days
were kept as holidays (Holy Days), and on the Rogation Days the
whole school followed their elders round the boundaries of the
parish. The pupils' memories of the boundaries were refreshed
by whipping, bumping against trees, or being thrown into the
stream where the boundaries crossed it.
1 John Brinsley,   The Grammar Schoole, Chap. xxix.   a Ibid., Chap, xxix,
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